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Maine STEM Partnership Fall Summit 
SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE 

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2019 

 

4:00 – 6:00 pm Registration Lobby 

5:00 – 6:00 pm Cash Bar and Networking Bay Point Ballroom 

6:00 – 8:00 pm Dinner and Keynote Address Bay Point Ballroom 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2019 

 

7:30 – 8:30 am Breakfast and Networking Bay Point Ballroom 

8:30 – 8:40 am Opening Remarks Bay Point Ballroom 

8:40 – 9:10 am Highlights from Opening Speakers Bay Point Ballroom 

9:15 – 10:15 am Concurrent Workshops Breakout Rooms 

10:15 – 10:30 am Break Bay Point Ballroom 

10:30 – 11:30 am Concurrent Workshops Breakout Rooms 

11:30 – 12:30 pm Lunch and Table Discussions Bay Point Ballroom 

12:30 – 1:30 pm Concurrent Workshops Breakout Rooms 

1:40 – 2:10 pm Community Breakout Discussions Bay Point Ballroom 

2:15 – 2:45 pm Full Group Discussion Bay Point Ballroom 

2:45 – 3:00 pm Closing Remarks Bay Point Ballroom 

  

 

Please be sure to return your name tag at the end of the summit. 
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Summit Program 
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2019 

4:00 – 6:00 PM Registration Lobby 

 

5:00 – 6:00 PM Cash Bar & Networking Bay Point Ballroom 

 

6:00 – 8:00 PM Dinner and Keynote Address Bay Point Ballroom 

 
The Day when STEM Needs no Explanation 

Keynote Address by Daniel Chuhta, Deputy Commissioner, Maine Department of 
Education 

Guiding Question: How can the Maine STEM Partnership and the Maine 
Department of Education partner to support teachers in providing expanded 
educational opportunities and success for all Maine students? 

Moderated by Mary Gresham, Interim Dean of the College of Education and 
Human Development, University of Maine 
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Summit Program 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2019  

7:30 – 8:30 AM Breakfast and Networking Bay Point Ballroom 

 

8:30 – 8:40 AM Opening Remarks Bay Point Ballroom 

 Susan McKay, Professor of Physics and Founding Director of the RiSE Center   

 Marina Van der Eb, Maine STEM Partnership Coordinator 

8:40 – 9:10 AM   Opening Speakers Bay Point Ballroom 

Opening Speakers Highlight the Impacts of the Maine STEM 
Partnership During the Past Year 

Members of the Maine STEM Partnership across K-16+ levels will discuss their 
involvement in the MSP and how it has impacted them professionally and 
informed their teaching. 

Moderated by Susan McKay, Professor of Physics and Founding Director of the 
RiSE Center 

Saima Farooq, Lecturer, Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of 
Maine 

Jim Fratini, Science Teacher, Hermon Middle School, Hermon, Maine 

Liz Lewis, Kindergarten Teacher, Katahdin Elementary School, Stacyville, Maine 

Patty Sponheimer, Kindergarten Teacher, Katahdin Elementary School, Stacyville, 
Maine 

Stephanie Virgilio, Mathematics Teacher, Gray New Gloucester High School, Gray, 
Maine 
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9:15 – 10:15 AM Concurrent Workshops Breakout Rooms 

Camden Room Introduction to the STEM+C Project and Computational 
Thinking 

Special focus session for the STEM+C middle school community only. This session 
will bring together Cohorts One and Two for the first time as we kick off year two 
of the STEM+C project. We will engage in a fun, full group activity that leverages 
computational thinking. 

 MMarina Van der Eb, Maine STEM Partnership Coordinator 
 

Rockland Room Beyond Content: Focusing on Non-Cognitive Factors in 
Mathematics 

This session will focus on a math activity used in UMaine Pre-Calculus courses. 
Discussions will go beyond just the mathematics content we hope students learn 
from the activity to include how the activity helps change student attitudes 
towards mathematics. We will investigate non-cognitive factors such as academic 
mindset, academic perseverance, academic behavior, learning strategies, and 
social skills. 

Timothy Boester,  Assistant Professor, Department of Mathematics and Statistics, 
University of Maine 

Ayesha Maliwal, Lecturer, Department of Mathematics and Statistics, University 
of Maine 

Todd Zoroya, Lecturer, Department of Mathematics and Statistics, University of 
Maine  

 

Rockport Room Evidence-Based Course Modifications in Classes to Improve 
Student Learning 

This session brings together middle school and high school teachers and 
University faculty who are developing strategies to involve their students more 
deeply in their own learning. Each presentation will describe a different way that 
evidence is used to inform teaching practice. Following the presentations, there 
will be discussion about strategies to collect evidence in courses to guide their 
improvements and ways to engage students more fully in the teaching and 
learning process. 
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 Moderated by Susan McKay, Professor of Physics and Founding Director of the 
RiSE Center 

 II. Efficacy of Interactive Digital Modules in General and Organic Chemistry 
 The presentation will introduce the use of interactive digital modules in collegiate 

chemistry courses. We will also present data on implementation of the module, 
student performance, and  attitudinal survey results regarding student 
perceptions of the module. 

Edward Bernard, Lecturer and Undergraduate Coordinator, Department of 
Molecular and Biomedical Sciences, University of Maine 

Jennifer Newell-Caito, Lecturer and Laboratory Coordinator, Department of 
Molecular and Biomedical Sciences, University of Maine 

II. Supporting Student Learning about Marine Primary Production 
Marine primary production (i.e., the process by which microscopic phytoplankton 
convert the sun's energy into organic carbon that provides food for other marine 
organisms) is controlled by numerous factors including depth, light, ocean 
circulation, grazing, and nutrients. Perhaps due to these complexities, 
undergraduates in the School of Marine Sciences (SMS) often have incomplete or 
inaccurate understandings about ocean primary productivity. In this presentation, 
I will discuss one activity in an introductory course that focuses on helping 
students build their understanding of marine primary productivity and improve 
graphing skills. Strategies used to scaffold student learning about this key concept 
across the marine sciences undergraduate curriculum will also be discussed.  

Sara Lindsay, Associate Professor, School of Marine Sciences, University of Maine 

III. "I Ask for Help" (Student Thinking About Autonomous Learning) 
This presentation will share survey data collected from middle-level and high-
school students when they were asked what they think they need to do to learn. 
Teachers will also share how they responded to the survey results including 
teaching strategies that they have tried, and conversations they have had with 
students. 

Ken Akiha, Science Teacher, Old Town High School, Old Town, Maine 

Grace Coffe, Science Teacher, Brewer High School, Brewer, Maine 

Billy Ferm, Science Teacher, Ellsworth High School, Ellsworth, Maine 

Jenn Fronczak, Mathematics Teacher, The East Grand School, Danforth, Maine 

Nick Innis, Science Teacher, Mt. Ararat High School, Topsham, Maine 

Bob Kumpa, Science Teacher, The Brewer Community School, Brewer, Maine 

Justin Lewin, Science Teacher, Old Town High School, Old Town, Maine 
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Schooner Room Using the Claims Evidence Reasoning (CER) Framework in 
Elementary Science 

 This workshop will explore how to use the CER framework in an elementary 
science classroom. Participants will engage in a science lesson to learn one 
approach to using the framework. Participants will then discuss how to apply the 
teaching practices of the CER framework in their own science lessons. 

Elizabeth Hufnagel, Assistant Professor of Science Education, College of Education 
and Human Development, University of Maine 

 

10:15 – 10:30 AM Break Bay Point Ballroom 

 

10:30 – 11:30 AM Concurrent Workshops Various Rooms 

Rockland Room NSF Fellows & Mentors Work Groups 

 Special focus session for NSF Teaching Fellowship Community only. Community 
members will meet, share their successes, and ask questions from the year-long 
working groups. 

 

Camden Room Introduction and Overview of Code.org’s CS Discoveries 
Program 

An introduction of code.org’s CS Discoveries program, and how it can be adapted 
for classrooms that are teaching CS exclusively. This workshop will show all the 
units of CS Discoveries, but will have a focus on HTML and CSS, App Development, 
and programming sensors and using the data collected. Please bring a device to 
this session. 

Allison Braley, Media Specialist, Bucksport Middle School, Bucksport, Maine 

 

Rockport Room Strategies to Engage Students in Productive Group Discussions 

 This session will explore strategies and challenges of using group discussion 
effectively to deepen student thinking in the STEM disciplines. Panelists represent 
middle level, high school, and post-secondary instructional settings and will briefly 
describe their own experiences in fostering classroom discussions among students 
in small groups. University instructors will describe the ways that they work with 
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learning assistants to enrich discourse in their classes. There will also be time for a 
broader discussion, with questions and input from the audience, and to share 
additional strategies. 

 
Moderated by Emily Haddad, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
University of Maine 

Timothy Boester, Assistant Professor, Department of Mathematics and Statistics, 
University of Maine   

Ana Chatenever, Lecturer, Department of Chemistry, University of Maine 

Saima Farooq, Lecturer, Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of 
Maine 

Sarah Lindahl, Lecturer, Department of Chemistry, University of Maine 

Ayesha Maliwal, Lecturer, Department of Mathematics and Statistics, University 
of Maine 

Jennifer Wright, STEAM Teacher, The Great Salt Bay Community School, 
Damariscotta, Maine 

 

Monhegan Room Where Does a Solid Material Go When a Solution is Made? 
Helping Students to Connect Evidence and Ideas About 
Modeling (K-5 Chemistry) 

This workshop includes doing and discussing parts of a FOSS mixtures and 
solutions activity. Our purpose will be to learn and discuss the features of the 
particle model of matter, how a learning cycle works from a teacher’s 
perspective, and what features we might want to discuss with our students to 
help them engage in a process of using evidence to develop ideas about modeling 
phenomena.  

Mitchell Bruce, Professor, Department of Chemistry, University of Maine 
 

Schooner Room Motion, Force, and Energy Connections in FOSS (K-5 Physics) 

Participants will experience a series of activities to explore the relationships 
between motion, force, and energy and how these principles are connected 
across different grade levels. 

Robert Pockalny, Marine Research Scientist, Marine Geology and Geophysics, 
University of Rhode Island 
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11:30 – 12:30 PM Lunch and Table Discussions Bay Point Ballroom 

 

12:30 – 1:30 PM Concurrent Workshops Various Rooms 

Rockport Room Supporting Students as they Transition from High School to 
College 

This panel will describe a collection of strategies and programs to help students 
transition smoothly from high school to college. These programs include ways to 
address student learning challenges, a bridge program involving high school 
students taking college courses, and a faculty community to make the 
introductory college courses more supportive for first year students. Where 
available, findings and evidence of impact from these programs will be presented. 
After the panelists introduce their work in this area, there will be a general 
discussion of the needs for students bridging from high school to college, which of 
these needs are met by existing programs, and what additional supports would be 
beneficial. 

 MModerated by Jeffrey Hecker, Senior Advisor to the President, University of Maine 

Jen Curtis, Assistant Principal, Camden Hills Regional High School, Rockport, 
Maine 

Gregory Fahy, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, University of Maine at 
Augusta 

Saima Farooq, Lecturer, Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of 
Maine 

Jennifer Newell-Caito, Lecturer and Laboratory Coordinator, Department of 
Molecular and Biomedical Sciences, University of Maine  

William Otto, Associate Professor of Chemistry, University of Maine at Machias 

 
Camden Room Quantitative Reasoning in a Science Context 

Quantitative reasoning (QR) is context specific and draws from various 
mathematical content areas with an emphasis to tackle open-ended real-world 
problems. QR can be a driver for the integration of mathematics and science since 
it addresses the ability to obtain meaning from a set of data, critically evaluate it, 
make a claim, and effectively communicate scientific ideas (National Research 
Council, 2012). In this workshop we will engage in activities that help to identify 
and use QR in different contexts.  
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Franziska Peterson, Assistant Professor and RiSE Center Member, Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics, University of Maine 

1:40 – 2:10 PM Community Breakout Discussions Bay Point Ballroom 

 
 I. NSF Teaching Fellows 

Fellows and Mentor's will reflect on working group progress and plan next steps 
for remaining 2019-20 meetings.  

 III. Looking Forward for STEM+C 
This group will reflect on next steps for the STEM+C project and provide an 
opportunity to address any community questions regarding the project.  

 IIII. FIG-MLA / ICE-FLC Communities 
We will discuss strategies for better supporting undergraduate students at all 
levels and in all courses. Discussion will also focus on ways to better support 
faculty - what can we do better as a program, what tools/training would you like 
to see, and what are your hopes for the future of the FIG-MLA program. 

IV. Teaching Science in Grades K-5 
This group will have a chance to connect regarding the challenges and 
opportunities for teaching science in the elementary grades and to share 
strategies for making science a priority for younger students. 

Summit participants who are not part of one of these four groups may 
choose to join the group that best matches their interests. 

2:15 – 2:45 PM Full Group Discussion Bay Point Ballroom 

 
STEM in Maine: Opportunities, Challenges and Directions for 
Growth 

A full group discussion about current features of the STEM landscape in Maine 
and how our community can leverage opportunities to address challenges and 
improve STEM education for all students. 

 

2:45 – 3:00 PM Closing Remarks Bay Point Ballroom 



 

Presenter Information 
 
  
Akiha, Ken 
Ken is a science teacher at Old Town High School and has been part of the NSF Teaching Fellowship 
Program since 2017. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Biology and Asian Studies from Bowdoin 
College and a Master of Science in Teaching degree from the University of Maine. When not teaching Ken 
enjoys running, spending time with family, and watching sports. 

Bernard, Edward                          
Ed is a Lecturer and Undergraduate Coordinator in Molecular and Biomedical Sciences at the University of 
Maine. He has received two awards through the FIG-MLA Program, one for Introduction to Microbiology 
(BMB300) and the other for Organic Chemistry (BMB221).  

Boester, Timothy             
Tim is an Assistant Professor of Mathematics and a member of the RiSE Center at the University of Maine. 
He and Todd Zoroya have received an award through the FIG-MLA program for Pre-Calculus (MAT 122). 
He is also a member of the Introductory Course Environment - Faculty Learning Community, which 
explores strategies for faculty to support students’ transitions from high school to college.    

Braley, Allison 
Allison Braley is a media specialist at Bucksport Middle School. Her class, Information Technology, 
instructs her students on Computer Science, Engineering concepts using 3-D printers, and video 
production. She is a member of the Maine CSTA and is currently working with the Maine Department of 
Education on writing legislation to bring Computer Science to every student in Maine.  
 
Bruce, Mitchell                              
Mitchell is a Professor of Chemistry and a member of the RiSE Center at the University of Maine. As a 
chemical education researcher, he is interested in student thinking at the atomic scale, teacher 
professional development workshops involving inquiry, and strategies involving active-learning, 
assessment, and problem-solving. 

Chatenever, Ana              
Ana is a Lecturer in the Department of Chemistry at the University of Maine. She and Sarah Lindahl have 
received two awards through the FIG-MLA Program, one for General Chemistry I (CHY 121) and one for 
General Chemistry II (CHY 122). Ana is also a member of the Introductory Course Environment - Faculty 
Learning Community, which explores strategies for faculty to support students’ transitions from high 
school to college.   

Chuhta, Daniel           
Prior to his appointment as Deputy Commissioner in February of 2019,  Dan was superintendent in MSAD 
75 (Bowdoin, Bowdoinham, Harpswell, Topsham) and was assistant superintendent there for six years 
prior.  Since his start as a middle school science teacher, he has been motivated in each of his roles to 
help all students and educators achieve success. 

Coffe, Grace 
Grace is a science teacher at Brewer High School, where she teaches mainly physics and introductory 
engineering. She is also the Student Council Advisor. She has been part of the NSF Teaching Fellowship 



 

Program since 2018. She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and a Master of Science in 
Teaching degree from the University of Maine. When not teaching, Grace enjoys taking her two amazing 
dogs for walks or swim time, caring for 40 sheep and a horse on her family's farm, and playing board 
games. 

CCurtis, Jen 
Jen is the Assistant Principal at Camden Hills Regional High School in Rockport, Maine. Jen was a former 
middle school and high school physical science teacher and has worked with RiSE Center programs in the 
past. 

Fahy, Gregory 
Greg is Dean of Arts and Sciences and Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Maine at 
Augusta.  He has been developing early college opportunities for high school students in Maine over the 
past five years and currently serves on the Bridge Academy Board. 

Farooq, Saima                    
Saima is a Lecturer in the Department of Physics and Astronomy at the University of Maine. Together with 
MacKenzie Stetzer, she has received two awards through the FIG-MLA Program, one for Physics for 
Physical Scientists and Engineers I (PHY 121) and one for Physics for Physical Scientists and Engineers II 
(PHY 122). She is also a member of the Introductory Course Environment - Faculty Learning Community, 
which explores strategies for faculty to use to support students’ transitions from high school to college.   

Ferm, Billy 
Billy is a science teacher at Ellsworth High School and has been part of the NSF Teaching Fellowship 
Program since July 2017. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Physics and a Master of Science in 
Teaching degree from the University of Maine. When not teaching, Billy enjoys gardening. 

Fratini, Jim                           
Jim is a middle school life and physical science teacher at Hermon Middle School. This is his 32nd year at 
Hermon. He has been a member of the Maine PSP and current Maine STEM Partnership since 2012 and is 
currently a Co-PI working on the STEM+C grant.  He is also co-director of the Maine State Invention 
Convention.  During his free time, he performs in a number of local bands in the Bangor Area as a bassist. 

Fronczak, Jenn 
Jenn is a mathematics teacher at the East Grand School in Danforth, Maine. She has taught for more than 
25 years, working with elementary, middle-level and high school students. She has been a mentor in the 
NSF Fellowship Program since 2018. Jenn holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Education from SUNY 
College at Oneonta and a Master of Education in Literacy from the University of Maine. When not 
teaching, Jenn enjoys being with her family. 

Gresham, Mary                  
Interim Dean of the College of Education and Human Development, University of Maine  

Haddad, Emily                   
Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences          

Hecker, Jeffery 
Senior Advisor to the President, University of Maine 

 



 

HHufnagel, Elizabeth          
Beth is an Assistant Professor of Science Education in the College of Education and Human Development, 
as well as a member of the RiSE Center, at the University of Maine. Beth’s work focuses on the 
intersection between emotional expressions and teaching and learning about science topics.  

Innis, Nick 
Nick is a science teacher at Mt. Ararat High School in Topsham, Maine and has been part of the NSF 
Teaching Fellowship Program since July 2017. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife and 
Conservation Biology from the University of New Hampshire and is currently working on a Master of 
Science in Teaching degree from the University of Maine. When not teaching, Nick enjoys running, 
walking his dog, and spending time outdoors.  

Kumpa, Bob                                     
Bob is a science teacher at the Brewer Community School. He has been a teacher for 19 years and has 
been a member of various teacher communities in the RiSE Center since 2008. Bob has been a mentor in 
the NSF Fellowship Program since 2013. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Education from the 
University of Maine. When not teaching, Bob enjoys hanging out at the beach with his family and dog. 

Lewin, Justin 
Justin is a science teacher at Old Town High School and has been part of the NSF Teaching Fellowship 
Program since July 2013. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and a Master of Science in 
Teaching degree from the University of Maine. When not teaching, Justin enjoys kayaking, gardening, and 
other activities in the Maine outdoors. 

Lewis, Liz          
Liz has been an elementary teacher at Katahdin Elementary School in Stacyville for seven years. Before 
becoming a teacher, Liz was a florist. She and her grade level partner, Patty Sponheimer, have spent a 
large portion of their teaching hours implementing Forest Kindergarten. The FOSS Science Program lends 
itself very well to the philosophy of forest kindergarten and what they believe kindergarten needs to be. 
Liz is married, has three children, and a pit bull that has her family completely wrapped around his waggly 
tail. 

Lindahl, Sarah                     
Sarah is a Lecturer in the Department of Chemistry at the University of Maine. Together with Ana 
Chatenever, she has received two awards through the FIG-MLA Program, one for General Chemistry I 
(CHY 121) and one for General Chemistry II (CHY 122). Sarah is also a member of the Introductory Course 
Environment - Faculty Learning Community, which explores strategies for faculty to support students’ 
transitions from high school to college. 

Lindsay, Sara 
Sara is an Associate Professor of Marine Sciences and a member of the RiSE Center at the University of 
Maine. She has received an award through the FIG-MLA Program for her course Marine Organisms 
(SMS201). She is also part of the FIG-MLA Leadership Team and co-instructor (with Erin Vinson) of the 
seminar taken by Maine Learning Assistants (INT492). She is Co-PI on the RiSE Center’s STEM+C grant, 
which is integrating computer science into middle school science taught using the Maine STEM 
Partnership’s instructional resources. 

 



 

MMaliwal, Ayesha          
Ayesha is a Lecturer in the Department of Mathematics and Statistics at the University of Maine. Ayesha 
received an award through the FIG-MLA program for Introduction to Calculus (MAT 116). She is also a 
member of the Introductory Course Environment - Faculty Learning Community, which explores 
strategies for faculty to support students’ transitions from high school to college. 

McKay, Susan                     
Susan joined the faculty in the Department of Physics and Astronomy at the University of Maine (UMaine) 
in 1986. In 2001, she led a small group of STEM and STEM Education faculty to establish the RiSE Center 
and the research-based Master of Science in Teaching (MST) Program at UMaine, focused on education 
research to improve teacher preparation. Since then, she has served as the center’s Director, building 
strength in STEM education research and advancing evidence-based teaching and learning in the STEM 
disciplines in Maine schools and at UMaine. She has been and currently is the Principal Investigator on 
many grants awarded to the RiSE Center. 

Newell-Caito, Jennifer 
Jen is a Lecturer and the Laboratory Coordinator in Molecular and Biomedical Sciences at the University 
of Maine. She received an award through the FIG-MLA Program for her course Fundamentals of 
Chemistry (BMB207). She is also a member of the Introductory Course Environment - Faculty Learning 
Community, which explores strategies for faculty to support students’ transitions from high school to 
college.  

Otto, William 
Dr. Otto is a Professor of Chemistry at the University of Maine at Machias. As PI for the NSF-IUSE grant 
"Machias Initiative for Science and Technology", Dr. Otto led the development and implementation of a 
summer bridge program and student supports for incoming STEM students who were underprepared in 
math. 

Peterson, Franziska 
Franziska Peterson is an Assistant Professor of Mathematics Education in the Department of Mathematics 
and Statistics and in the RiSE Center at the University of Maine. She earned her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in Secondary Education with double majors in mathematics and English in Germany. In 2016, she 
received her Ph.D. in Mathematics Education from the University of Wyoming. Professor Peterson’s 
research centers on quantitative reasoning and mathematical literacy in interdisciplinary contexts. She 
has been collaborating with faculty from the RiSE Center on several grant proposals and is part of the 
education team on the recently funded NSF EPSCoR Track II grant. This team will focus on quantitative 
reasoning in forestry and connect teachers and students to locally relevant research and datasets, 
broadening and deepening STEM engagement.   

Pockalny, Robert                  
Robert Pockalny’s general field of specialization is Marine Geophysics. He utilizes a suite of geophysical 
data (e.g., bathymetry, side-scan/back-scatter, gravity, magnetics, and seismics) to characterize the 
processes and 4-D architecture of the oceanic lithosphere along the world-encircling mid-oceanic ridge 
system. He has also been Co-Principal Investigator on several NSF-funded, education outreach programs, 
including: SURFO (Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowships in Oceanography), GEMS-Net (Guiding 
Education in Math & Science Network), and RITES+C (RI Technology Enhanced Science and Computing). 

 
 



 

SSponheimer, Patty 
Patty has been a teacher for twelve years in Connecticut, North Carolina, and now Maine. She is currently 
teaching kindergarten students at Katahdin Elementary School in Stacyville. She is a wife, and a mother to 
three kiddos. Someday, Patty hopes to write a children’s book.  

Van der Eb, Marina                        
Marina currently serves as the Coordinator for the Maine STEM Partnership. She is also the Project 
Coordinator for the RiSE Center’s STEM+C grant focused on exploring the integration of computer science 
into middle school science classrooms.     

Virgilio, Stephanie            
Stephanie is a mathematics teacher at Gray New Gloucester High School in Gray and has been part of the 
NSF Teaching Fellowship Program since July 2013. She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in chemical 
engineering from the University of Maine and is currently working on the Master of Science in Teaching 
degree through the RiSE Center. When not teaching Stephanie enjoys reading and spending time with 
friends and family. 

Wright, Jennifer 
Jennifer Wright is a STEAM teacher in a 5th and 6th multi-grade PBL classroom at the Great Salt Bay 
Community School in Damariscotta. She has worked with the RiSE Center focusing on improving 
statewide elementary science education since 2013 and has taken on the role of super leader for the 
Maine STEM Partnership's productive talk community. She is the 2015 Lincoln County Teacher of the Year 
and has been actively promoting teacher leadership ever since. This is her second year as the Co-Chair of 
the Maine chapter of Teach to Lead.                

Zoroya, Todd                    
Todd is a Lecturer in the Department of Mathematics and Statistics at the University of Maine. He and 
Tim Boester received an award through the FIG-MLA program for Pre-Calculus (MAT 122). He is also a 
member of the Introductory Course Environment - Faculty Learning Community, which explores 
strategies for faculty to support students’ transitions from high school to college.  
   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The University of Maine is an EEO/AA employer, and does not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, transgender status, gender expression, national origin, citizenship status, age, disability, 
genetic information or veteran’s status in employment, education, and all other programs and activities. The 
following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies:  Director of Equal 
Opportunity, 101 North Stevens Hall, University of Maine, Orono, ME  04469-5754, 207.581.1226, TTY 711 (Maine 
Relay System). 
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